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Thirty years ago, Kentucky men's basketball coach Joe 
B. Hall brought home the university's first NCAA 
Championship in 20 seasons and NCAA Coach of the 
Year honors. This year, the legendary coach will be 
featured on the 2008 edition of the Maker’s Mark/
Keeneland Limited Edition UK’s “Most Beloved” series 
bottle.  

The Kentucky icon is joining forces with the Markey 
Cancer Foundation, Maker's Mark and Keeneland to 
raise money for cancer research with a "Most Beloved" 
series of limited edition commemorative Maker's Mark 
bottles.  It's the third and final bottle in a series that 
featured "Rupp's Runts" and "The Unforgettables" in 
previous years, and has now raised $3 million. 

Hall's biggest fan, his late wife Katharine, will also be 
honored by this year's series. Mrs. Hall lost her battle 
with lung cancer in May of 2007. In honor of Coach and 
Mrs. Hall, Maker’s Mark will produce 18,000 numbered, 
limited edition “Joe B.” bottles to commemorate the 12th 
running of the Maker’s Mark Mile at Keeneland, Friday 
April 11th. 

Hall, who grew up just 30 minutes north of the UK 
campus in Cynthiana, had the unenviable task of 
following the legendary Adolph Rupp. The former Rupp 
assistant met the challenge head on, coaching three 
teams to the Final Four (1975, '78, '84) and winning the 
1978 NCAA Championship, the school's fifth title. In 13 
seasons, Hall led the Wildcats to a 297-100 (.748) 
overall record.  As the UK head coach, Hall won 
National Coach of the Year honors in 1978 and four 
SEC Coach of the Year awards. He had seven players 
win All-America honors 11 times and nine Wildcats 
were voted All-SEC on 18 occasions.  

Maker’s Mark will donate its profits from the sale – 
estimated to be about $200,000 from 18,000 bottles – 
to the Markey Cancer Foundation, which will then more 
than match the proceeds with private fund-raising 

The first of 
it’s kind all 
blue bottle 

recognizing 
Joe B. Hall  

efforts and by money dedicated from 
the cigarette excise tax for cancer 
research. The result is $3 million over 
the three-year period targeted for 
cancer  research at Markey. 

Last year's bottle featuring "The 
Unforgettables" was the fastest selling 
commemorative bottle yet for Maker's 
Mark. Through money raised from last 
year's sales, the Markey Cancer 
Center already has begun 
implementing many cancer research 
program elements with significant 
progress. By the end of last year, more 
than 120 clinical studies became 
active, and 290 new patients were 
placed in them. In addition, pre-clinical 
testing of new drug therapies and 
molecular targeting strategies 
expanded in scope and feasibility.  

Bottles went on sale Friday, April 4 at 
liquor retailers throughout Kentucky, 
and sold for about $45 to $47. Fans will 
have a chance to have their 2008 
commemorative bottle signed at 
Keeneland on Friday, April 11. 

The signings will begin at 6:30 a.m. 
with Coach Hall, Maker’s Mark 
president Bill Samuels and Keeneland 
president Nick Nicholson. 
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The Spring meeting is upon us.  Trish and I are 
getting prepared for the golf tournament and other 
exciting fundraising  events and opportunities.  We 
look forward to seeing you at 9am in the Foundation 
boardroom.  Please call the Foundation office to 
confirm your attendance. 
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MISS UK GREEK 
PAGENT 
 
 
 
 

MAY 
 

RIBBONS  
& RACQUETS 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 
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MARKEY GOLF 
CLASSIC &  
KICK-OFF 
DINNER 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 
 

UK 
HOMECOMING  
5K/RUN WALK 
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UK HealthCare's Albert B. Chandler Hospital is 
among the nation's top 100 hospitals. For the 
fifth time, Thomson Healthcare selected UK 
Chandler Hospital to receive its "Top Hospitals 
National Benchmarks" award. Hospitals are 
evaluated in four areas: clinical process and 
outcomes, patient safety, operational efficiency, 
and financial stability. 
 
UK Chandler Hospital is the only major 
academic medical center in Kentucky to be 
ranked in the top 100. Of the major teaching 
hospitals studied, only 15 were ranked as 
performance leaders. The hospital also received 
top honors in 1993, 1994, 1995, and 2006. 
 
"It is an honor to receive this prestigious award 
for a second year in a row. It validates our level 
of commitment to our patients and the 
community. Our ultimate goal is to always 
provide quality care. It's rewarding when our 
efforts are noticed on a national level," said Dr. 
Michael Karpf, UK executive vice president for 
health affairs. 
 
This is the 15th anniversary of the 100 Top 
Hospitals awards. For more information on the 
awards go to 100tophospitals.com or 
modernhealthcare.com.UK HealthCare's Albert 
B. Chandler Hospital is among the nation's top 


